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Commissioner for Patents 
Customer Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Sir: 

Applicant hereby petitions to modify the claim of the priority for the above-noted 
application. The application is currently identified as a Continuation-in-Part of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 09/518,015, filed March 3, 2000. However, U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/518,015 is itself a Continuation-in-Part of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/440,214, filed 
November 15, 1999. 

The parent application was inadvertently not identified on the original claim of priority 
for the above-noted application. The entire delay between the time that the claim of priority was 
due under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) and the date of this petition was unintentional. 

Applicant therefore seeks to modify the claim of priority for the above-noted application 

as follows: 
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The present application is a Continuation-in-Part of U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/518,015, filed March 3, 2000, which is a Continuation-in-Part of U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/440,214, filed November 15, 1999. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.78 andMPEP 201.11, filed concurrently herewith are: (a) aClaim 
of Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 120 and 37 CFR 1.78(a); (b) a surcharge under 37 CFR 1.17(t); and 
(c) an Amendment Under 37 CFR §1.111 which amends the first sentence of the specification to 
reflect the modified claim of priority. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the cost of such petition and to charge/credit 
any other fee deficiencies or overpayments to Deposit Account No. 19-4293 (Order No. 
15571.0008). 



Date: April 25. 2006 

1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: 202-429-3000 
Fax: 202-429-3902 

SWD/skl 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 



STEPTOE& JOHNSON 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

AppUcant hereby claims priority for the above-identified application xmder 35 U.S.C. 
§ 120 and CFR 1.78 as follows. The above-identified application is a Continuation-in-Part of 
U.S. Patent Apphcation No. 09/518,015, filed March 3, 2000, which is a Continuation-in-Part of 
U.S. Patent Application No. 09/440,214, filed November 15, 1999. 



Date: April 25. 2006 

1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: 202-429-3000 
Fax: 202-429-3902 



CLAIM OF PRIORITY 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 



STEPTOE & JOHNSON 




Scott W.Doyle ^ 
Registration No. 39,176 



